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F.I.D. 60 YEARS 


1895 - 2 September - 1955 


The 'Institut International de Bibliographie’ was founded 
at Brussels in 1895 by Henri la Fontaine and Paul Otlet. They 
wanted to create a comprehensive world bibliography on cards. 
For this they needed a standard classification. The Dewey De- 
cimal Classification was chosen and later developed by the IIB 
and its successor FID as the Universal Decimal Classification 
(UDC). 

The Institute also treated other problems of bibliography 
and librarianship, i.e. standardization of cataloguing rules and 
microcopying for document reproduction purposes. The world 
repertory which had grown to 14 million cards had to be 
stopped after the-first World War. 

In 1931 the name of the Institute was changed to ‘Institut 
International de Documentation’, as by now a wider field was 
covered. In 1924 the association of individual persons was trans- 
formed to a federation. In 1938 this modification came to ex- 
pression in its present title: International Federation for Do- 
cumentation. 

Since 1895 21 Conferences have been held. These were dis- 
tributed throughout a wide geographical area: from Copen- 
hagen to Rome, from London to Belgrade. Committees were 
established on bibliography and abstracting, classification, in- 
formation services, mechanical selection, technical means of 
documentation and training of documentalists. Hundreds of 
periodical and non-periodical publications were published. 

At present 37 countries from all parts of the world are 
members of the FID, either through national committees (21), 
or through corresponding membership (16). 


PRESIDENCY 


' Dr. Alexander King, Senior Vice-President of FID, was appointed by 
he Council to succeed Mr. Arne J. Moller as President of the FID until 
the expiration of the original term (1954-1957). Dr. King accepted the 
ppointment. The address of Dr. King is Department of Scientific and 
industrial Research, Charles House, 5-11 Regent Street, London S.W. 1, 
Wnited Kingdom. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


Congress at Brussels 


From the Organizing Committee we received the information that 
Volume II of the Congress papers will not be ready for distribution in 
advance. Volume II will be available at the opening of the Congress. 

For latest details on FID Study Committees meeting at Brussels, 
see under ’FID Study Committees’. In particular we draw your attent- 
ion to the changed dates of the meetings of FID/I and FID/TD. 

Participants are requested to send their participation form as soon 
as possible to Mr. J. A. Baby, 8 rue de Haguenau, Strasbourg, Bas-Rhin, 
France, whereas the Congress fee (300 Belgian francs) has to be paid 
to Mr. R. Dandois, 22 rue des Petits Carmes, Brussels. 


Brazilian Symposium on Documentation 


Under the auspices of the Brazilian Society for the Advancement 
of Science (Sociedade Brasileira para o Progresso da Ciéncia, Sao Paulo) 
and the Brazilian Institute of Bibliography and Documentation (Insti- 
tuto Brasileiro de Bibliografia e Documentacao, Rio de Janeiro, Corres- 
ponding Member of FID) a Symposium on Documentation will be held 
in Sao Paulo City, Brazil, from November 7th to 10th, 1955. 

The provisional programme includes: 

Bibliographical problems of scientists and research workers, 

Professional training of librarians and documentalists, 

Mechanization for bibliographical purposes, 

Cooperative cataloguing and acquisition; union catalogues, 

Document reproduction methods, 

Bibliographical research in the social sciences and the natural 

sciences, 

Industry and scientific documentation. 


Other meetings in the offing 


Le Bureau et l’Assemblée Générale du Conseil International de la 
Philosophie et des Sciences Humaines se réuniront a Paris, Maison de 
l’Unesco, du 23 au 30 septembre 1955 (Assemblée Générale 26-29 sep- 
tembre). 

The meeting of the International Advisory Committee on Documen- 
tation and Terminology in Pure and Applied Science which was being 
planned for 5 to 7 September 1955 has been postponed, probably till 
November 1955. 


MEETINGS HELD 


Comité Consultatif International de Bibliographie de l’Unesco 


Monsieur G. Lorphévre a représenté la FID a la 3éme session du 
Comité qui a eu lieu 4 Paris du 13 au 17 juin 1955. 

Monsieur Lorphévre a ajouté 4 son rapport un ’Projet de Service 
d’Aide Technique de la FID’, que le Secrétariat a soumis aux Membres 
Nationaux de la FID. La FID s’informerait auprés de ces membres des 
noms d’experts disposés de se rendre 4 ]’étranger pour une durée plus 
ou moins longue. 

Le rapporteur en outre souligne la nécessité de faire aboutir, au 
plus tét, les travaux de l’ISO en ce qui concerne la normalisation des 
références bibliographiques. 

Le Comité a recommandé que Il’appui de l’Unesco soit accordé au 
stage projeté sur la documentation scientifique, son organisation, dé- 
veloppement et coordination dans les états arabes. Il demande que |’on 
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organise une conférence des représentants des centres de documentation 
scientifique et technique du Mexique, de l’Inde, de la Yougoslavie et de 
lEgypte. 

Nordic Symposium on Documentation 


A report has been published in the May issue of the Informations 
FID, p. 27. From Sweden we received the following additional infor- 
mation: 
the Symposium was held from 8th to 11th November 1954 (not Decem- 
ber), 
the Danish delegates were 2 (not 3), 
under item 2 the name of Mr. Engel should be added as Rapporteur, 
under item 3 the name of Mr. Gelert should be added as Rapporteur. 






MEMBERSHIP 
Brazil 


The application for National membership has been received from 
the Instituto Brasileiro de Bibliografia e Documentacao, Avenida Ge- 
neral Justo 171-4°, Rio de Janeiro (President: Mrs. L. de Queiroz Sam- 
baquy). The Institute is Corresponding Member since 1954. 


Middle East 


The FID is represented in only three countries: Egypt, Israel and 
Turkey. We would be especially glad to have contact with Iran (Per- 
sia). 

Mr. Hanafy informed us that Egypt is considering a representation 
as a National Member. 


Pologne 


Le Centralny Instytut Dokumentacji Naukowo-Technicznej, Al. Nie- 
podleglosci 188, Varsovie, est devenu Membre associé de notre Fédé- 
ration. 


VISITS RECEIVED 


Mr. J. de Geus of the Technical Secretariat of the Section ’Docu- 
mentation’ of the CIB (Conseil International du Batiment), c/o Bouw- 
centrum, Rotterdam (Netherlands) visited the FID Secretariat on June 
28, 1955, to discuss the publication scheme, copyright dues and possible 
subventions for the publication of the 2nd edition of the Abridged Buil- 
ding Classification (ABC) in the different languages. During the fol- 
lowing days this point was discussed at a meeting between Mr. Dan 
Fink (for IBCC) and Mr. Van Ettinger (for CIB). 


Mr. Dan Fink, Architect at Copenhagen and Member of the Edi- 
torial Group of the International Building Classification Committee 
paid us a visit on July 2. The ways and means of an FID subvention to 
the IBCC Secretariat was discussed. In this way IBCC - also with fi- 
nancial help from CIB - would be able to continue the work on the 
Abridged Building Classification. 


FID STUDY COMMITTEES 


FID/C 4 ’Languages’ 


The panel will meet on Friday 9th at 9 h. and 14 h. instead of 
Thursday 8th and Friday 9th September. 
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FID/C 531.7 "Measurement and control’ 


The panel will meet on Thursday 8th at 15 h. and not on F 
If necessary an extra session will be planned later. 


FID/C 621.3 ’Electrical engineering’ 

The meeting of the subcommittee 621.39 ’"Telecommunications’ 
Wednesday, September 7th at 9 h. will be held at the Régie des Télé 
graphes et Téléphones, 42 rue des Palais (outre-ponts), Brussels. The 
other meetings of FID/C 621.3 and its subcommittees will be held in the 
Conference rooms at the Université Libre de Bruxelles, 50 Avenue F, DB, 


f 
| 
ma 


Roosevelt. 


FID/C 629 ’Transport engineering’ ‘ 

Mr. A. L. Lingard, British Standards Institution, 2 Park Street 
London W. 1, is in charge of the provisional secretariat of the new 
panel. Up to July 31 the following countries informed us of the nam es 
of their representatives: 

France: Mr. D. Duviol 

Germany: Mr. Sparkuhle 

Netherlands: Miss C. C. Smelik 

Spain: Mr. J. Apraiz Barreiro 

Sweden: Mr. G. Adler 

Switzerland: Dr. W. Guldimann. 

Mr. Lingard is, moreover, in contact with the British Motor Ind 
Research Association and Motor Companies in the United Kingdom a 
The Netherlands (DAF), with the British Shipbuilding Research Asso 
ciation and other associations and institutes in the United Kingdom, and 
with the Royal Aircraft Establishment and other organisations 
firms in the United Kingdom, Germany (Mr. Riegels), the Netherlan 
(Mr. de Jager and Miss Rom) and Switzerland (Mr. Scherrer). ; 

National Members are kindly requested to appoint their delegates 
as soon as possible. 

The panel will be composed of experts in the fields covered 
UDC 629 and 656, i.e. land vehicles (incl. railway), ships, aircraft am 
transport organization. 

FID/C 65 ’Scientific ‘eimai ; 

The European Productivity Agency will put at the disposal of FID 
a subvention in aid of a Conference of Experts at The Hague w 
should prepare an edition of the UDC on scientific management. 
Conference will be held at the end of 1955 or early next year. Prelim 
nary discussions will take place at the panel meeting at Brussels om 
September 9th and 10th, 1955. 

FID/I ’Information services’ 

The Committee will meet on Friday, September 9th at 9 h. and 
on September 19th as announced in Informations FID 1955 no. 7. 
FID/S ’Mechanical selection’ 

A meeting of the Committee will probably be held at Brussels 
September 8th or 9th, 1955. 

FID/TD ’Training of documentalists’ 


The Committee will meet on Thursday, September 8th, at 15 h., an 
not on September 19th as announced in Informations FID 1955 no. 7. 





The next issue of the "Informations F.I.D.’ (No. 9, Septem- 
ber 1955) will appear shortly after the Congress at Brussels. 
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